
Wing Clipping
Wing Clipping should not be used as a long term management tool for the 

convenience of the owner.

It is important that a wing trim is not simply booked in as a ‘quick procedure’ but as 

an opportunity to introduce training and management procedures to the owner. In the 

author’s practice 2 appointments are made: a half-hour one to discuss management 

and training; and a short one to perform the trim. Most owners are pleased that the 

Veterinary Surgeon is interested in the birds wellbeing and that they have learnt from 

the experience. 

The aim of the Veterinary Surgeon is that should be the only wing clipping that the 

bird ever received. 

Advantages

Safety: Bird cannot hurt itself while flighting 

Damage: bird less able to damage the home

Security: bird cannot escape

Freedom: Increased safety and security enables owner to take the bird out of the 

cage or house more often 

Training: bird is more dependent on owner thus more manageable to train or 

behaviour modification

Disadvantages 

If pet has to be ‘modified’ to fit into the home is it the right pet (or right home) 

anyway?



No clip totally removes the ability to fly, clipping often increases of injury during 

attempted flight 

Birds moult out clipped feathers and grow new ones 

Interim periods of reduced flight often induces complacency in the owner resulting in 

doors and windows being left open when bird can fly again

Clipping reduces freedom as it creates an ‘invisible cage’ (many believe birds need to 

fly to fulfil certain behavioural needs); birds can be trained to come back or be trained 

to harness both of which enables a bird to be taken out side 

Wing trims are not totally reliable and clipped birds are much more vulnerable if they 

do escape

Clipped birds are less fit and more prone to obesity than one who are fit and can fly

Many start feather chewing after a bad clip

This is all from the BSAVA Manual of Psittacine Birds
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