ASPIRATION

Aspiration occurs when food or liquid passes into the trachea or lungs. This is common in parrots and
humans and is referred to as "going down the wrong pipe”, resulting in Aspiration Pneumonia.

It is one of the most common causes of respiratory disease in hand-raised parrot chicks. They can
aspirate when an inexperienced person feeds them or overfeeds them with liquid formula.

Symptoms of Aspiration are open mouth, rapid breathing respiration, respiratory distress, poor feeding
response, coughing, sneezing and weakness. When an aspirated bird is held in hand, one can feel a
clicking sound as the chick breathes. Treatment is not easy. The possibility of recovery depends on the
amount of formula that has entered the lungs. It can cause instant death or prolong for a few days.
Treatment is to provide a heat source, antibiotic, anti-fungal, and anti-inflammatory drugs. oxygen
therapy and nebulization. The Prognosis is not good.

While feeding, when a small amount of food is aspirated, the chick might clear its trachea quickly in a
spontaneous reaction, but not always. If aspiration occurs, stop feeding and wait for the chick to
cough it out and settle down before trying to feed it again.
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